J                                THE  MASTER   IN   BHAVA  SAMADHI.              l6l
r             Otherwise he may fly off at any  time to  the sphere  of the
Nirvikalpa Samidhi."
This same incident, besides being  particularly  instructive to his own gurubkais and disciples, gives a great insight  into the Swami's complex character.    To all appearance,  he  was :              often a living  paradox,  a  veritable  contradiction  in   terms
of ideas ; but beneath the surface of appearance he was invari-\             ably the very paragon and explanation  of   the spiritual  life.
I             His varying moods attested to  the  immense variety  of his
I            religious experience and analysis, and  the   understanding  of
f             the man is immediately possible when it is remembered   that
j             sometimes in order  to  strengthen   a  certain  aspect  of the
I             religious consciousness,  he would  exalt it at  the expense  of
<             all others, as he did in the incident narrated above,   when  he,
[             for the time being, spoke of the  path of Karmat  as  higher
even than that of Bhakti or MuktL And, in this particular instance, as was usual in such cases, so profound and convincing was the impression created, that nevermore were words of protest to his plans and methods of work raised in his presence. It was like the clearing of the atmosphere, which had been overhanging with clouds of doubt, and now and again breaking forth into storms of conflict of ideals. Everyone realised as never before that the Divine Master was at the back of Vivekananda working through him, and the mission of His life shone with a new meaning and with a new light
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